


Lower Hakatere / Ashburton River Annual River Bird Survey 2020

Date: Saturday 21st November 2020
Surveyors: Thirteen surveyors took part including Andy Cox, Cameron van Meirco, Dan Symonds, Don Geddes, Donna Field, Edith Smith, Fraser McKenzie, Jean Jack, Lynn Adams, Peter Howden, Stu Cockburn, Tessa and Thomas Walkham.

The 2020 river bird survey on the lower reach of the Hakatere / Ashburton river was undertaken on November 21st. The thirteen surveyors covered 45km from the Valetta bridge to the sea and experienced a warm, partly cloudy day with a gusty nor-wester. Adopting a variation to the usual methodology, counts were recorded against a set of predetermined kilometre markers. This will allow reporting to show the location of counts with greater accuracy than was possible with the previous methodology, which ascribed counts against longer reaches of the river. 

Waders included (in order of abundance) banded dotterel, pied stilt, black-fronted dotterel, South Island pied oystercatchers, spur-winged plover, variable oystercatcher, turnstones and a single wrybill. As in previous years higher numbers of waders were counted in the lower reaches of the river (Figure 1 & 2). Counts of black-fronted dotterel were notably higher in the reach below the SH1 bridge, with 50 of these naturally uncommon birds observed. 

This year black-billed gulls were largely absent from the river with only 25 counted. Subsequent reports of their nesting on farmland have been received with landowner engagement underway.  Black-fronted tern numbers were up from more recent counts with a total of 202 counted with colonies reported within the Valetta, Blacks Road and final Wakanui sections (Figure 3 & 4).

Table 1 below presents total river bird counts made during the survey. Table 2 provides a comparison of counts of waders, gulls and terns from the Ashburton township to the sea during 2013, 2014, 2017 & 2020 surveys.[image: ]
Above, clockwise from top left: flowering weeds, including yellow lupin (Lupinus arboreus) and a less common white Californian poppy, encroaching on river bird habitat; a banded dotterel nest scrape (indicated with the orange arrow); the very occasional native turf plant (Raoulia sp.) observed during the survey (send any gps waypoints you have to Ecan); four-wheel drive tracks and vehicles were commonly observed and encountered; Dan Symonds enjoying a refreshing river crossing during the survey.
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[bookmark: _GoBack]Figure 1 Counts of waders from Valetta to the Ashburton township (SH1 bridge).
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Figure 2 Counts of waders from the Ashburton township (SH1 bridge) to the sea.



[image: ]
Figure 3 Counts of black-fronted tern from Valetta to the Ashburton township (SH1 bridge).
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Figure 4 Counts of black-fronted tern from the Ashburton township (SH1 bridge) to the sea.
Table 1 Total count of river birds from the Valetta bridge to the sea during the 2020 river bird survey.
	River bird species
	Total count

	
Waders
	

	Banded dotterel
	192

	Black-fronted dotterel
	70

	Pied stilt
	181

	SI pied oystercatcher
	58

	Turnstone
	11

	Spur-winged plover
	49

	Variable oystercatcher
	2

	Wrybill
	1

	
Gulls and terns
	

	Black-billed gull 
	25

	Black-fronted tern
	202

	White-fronted tern
	3

	Caspian tern
	1

	Southern black-backed gull
	6629

	
Cormorants
	

	Little pied cormorant
	26

	Black cormorant
	32

	
Waterfowl
	

	Canada goose
	86

	Grey teal
	76

	Mallard/Hybrid
	259

	NZ Shoveler
	4

	Paradise shelduck
	46

	
Other
	

	NZ pipit
	4

	Swamp harrier
	3

	White-faced heron
	51


[bookmark: _Hlk57908446]Table 2 Total counts of waders, gulls and terns from Ashburton township to the sea during 2013, 2014, 2017 & 2020 surveys.
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Total counts from Ashburton town (SH1) to the sea.

Species 2013 2014 2017 2020

Waders

Variable oystercatcher 2 0 0 2

SI pied oystercatcher 32 35 50 29

spur-winged plover 49 64 70 24

Pied stilt 130 230 231 125

banded dotterel 110 178 175 162

black-fronted dotterel 14 16 39 50

wrybill 2 0 0 1

Turnstone 4 10 0 11

Gulls and terns

Black-fronted tern 130 142 113 90

White-fronted tern 271 97 2 1

Black-billed gull 4809 6096 11123 15

Black-backed gull 1609 2050 5317 1868
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