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National Angler Surveys

• 1994/95, 2001/02, 2007/08 & 2014/15







Table 1. Estimated annual usage (angler-days ± 1 standard 
error) by New Zealand resident anglers for key salmon river
fisheries.

Catchment 2014/15 2007/08 2001/02 1994/95

Rakaia River 46,210 

(± 5,930) 

52,700

(± 4,440)

21,460 

(± 2,040) 

34,650 

(± 3,850)

Waimakariri River 59,160 

(± 5,250) 

75,080 

(± 6,060 )

48,950 

(± 4,260) 

58,360 

(± 7,100)

Rangitata River 28,330 

(± 3,690) 

33,230 

(± 3,560)

12,710

(± 1,930)

35,960 

(± 2,550)



Main physical 
issues identified 

1. Insufficient lower river flows 

2. Deteriorating water quality

3. Increased fine sediment and 
periphyton

Most respondents considered the 
issues directly linked with ground 
and surface water overallocation.

The main fishery issues identified 
were reduced abundance of smelt, 
sea-run brown trout, and Chinook 
salmon. 
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The authors compared it to writing a eulogy about 

the loss of a loved one!
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