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: he ‘New and 
Improved’ Ecosystem Services

all the benefits and 
detriments that people get from 
their relationships with the rest of 
the living world; and a good 
quality of life

• Acknowledges 
multidimensionality across 
cultures and societies

Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services (IPBES).
https://www.naturebasedsolutionsinitiative.org/publications/natures-contributionsA-to-people-weaving-plural-
perspectives/
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“Meaningful places are geographic 
locations – in the physical world as well 
as in abstracted representations on 
maps – to which immediately perceived 
as well as socially constructed meanings 
(e.g., series of adjectives, descriptions of 
the place character, symbolic 
attributions) are ascribed and evaluative 
attachments (place dependence and 
place identity) are tied.”

https://doi.org/10.5751/ES-13340-270409


Meaningful Place Indicator for Recreation (MPIr)
Meaningful places for recreation

• present recognizable 
affordances for an activity and 

• within which participants engage 
in their chosen pursuit

• bounded by standing patterns of 
behaviour

• and to which individual and 
social meanings are ascribed

•  and evaluative attachments are 
tied. 



“what [the environment] 
offers the [person], what it provides or 
furnishes, either for good or ill”

need

• “Nothing to do,” he said, and added –
“unless we had a boat.” – Joyce Hamilton

Rivers provide niche for outdoor 
recreation through their affordance

Gibson, J. J. (1979). The Ecological Approach to Visual Perception. Houghton Mifflin Harcourt (HMH). 
Hamilton, J. (1963). White water : the Colorado Jet Boat Expedition 1960 / Joyce Hamilton. Christchurch, N.Z. : Caxton Press.



“An important fact about the affordances of the 
environment is that they are in a sense objective, real, 
and physical, unlike values and meanings, which are 
supposed to be subjective, phenomenal, and mental. 

But, actually, an affordance is neither an objective 
property nor a subjective property; or it is both if you like. 
An affordance cuts across the dichotomy of subjective-
objective and helps understand its inadequacy. 

It is equally a fact of the environment and a fact of 
behaviour. It is both physical and psychical, yet neither. 
An affordance points both ways, to the environment and 
to the observer” (p. 121).

An angler, a jet boater 
and a multisport 
paddler are standing 
next to a river…

…and up walks a 
packrafter…



(The things that go together to do the thing 
at the place)

Barker, R. G. (1968). Ecological psychology : Concepts and methods for studying the environment of human behavior. Stanford University Press.
Schoggen, P. (1989). Behavior settings: A revision and extension of Roger G. Barker's "ecological psychology". Stanford University Press. 

Barker, p. 24



Barker, R. G. (1968). Ecological psychology : Concepts and methods for studying the environment of human behavior. Stanford University Press.
Schoggen, P. (1989). Behavior settings: A revision and extension of Roger G. Barker's "ecological psychology". Stanford University Press. 

Barker, p. 24



positive*

• Place attachments are evaluative ties to 
a location that reflect the intensity of an 
emotional connection to a place … (Stedman 
2008)



simple series of adjectives 
complex descriptions of the place 

character and symbolic attributions 

what it is about their activity that 
arouses feelings of personal relevance 



the 
active- and self-conscious attachment 
replaces the traditional attachment



Test Case 2: Outstanding 
Waterbodies in Otago



Test Case 1: Waitaki Rivers & 
Jet Boating









creates that escape

Any preconceived idea is going to lead you 
wrong

you’re gonna
be boating through the most epic boating 
I’ve come across

No one doesn’t enjoy boating that river

It's a take-a-chainsaw river

but that's part of the 
appeal or challenge



corridors of affordance

• Directly perceived from individual 
relevance and perspective

• NCP produces conditions which 
recreationists navigate to produce 
attachment and meaning

• Range: Optimal Experience to Type II 
Fun

Transformational experience as individuals 
‘make the best of conditions on the day’

• The “flexible recreationist” (Parry & Gollob, 2018)

https://www.stuff.co.nz/environment/300797892/how-19-words-thwarted-efforts-to-save-our-
shrinking-braided-rivers



conditionality of affordance 

https://www.stuff.co.nz/environment/300797892/how-19-words-thwarted-efforts-to-save-our-
shrinking-braided-rivers



conditionality of affordance 

https://www.stuff.co.nz/environment/300797892/how-19-words-thwarted-efforts-to-save-our-
shrinking-braided-rivers





Affordance: The end of ‘amenity’ and ‘value’ in outdoor recreation?
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