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NZ058 Te Waihora  Canterbury 

Location New Zealand, Canterbury 

Central coordinates 43.787553°S, 172.487823°E 

IBA criteria A1, A4ii, A4iii 

Area 29,687 ha 

Altitude 0 - 12m 

Year of Assessment 2013 

Ornithological information:  Besides the trigger species the following species are confirmed or likely to be breeding:  Pied 

Shag, Black Shag, Little Black Shag, Little Shag, White-faced Heron, Black Swan, Canada Goose, Paradise Shelduck, NZ 

Shoveler, Mallard, Grey Duck, Grey Teal, Australasian Harrier, Californian Quail, Pheasant, Little Owl, Pukeko, Marsh Crake, 

Variable Oystercatcher, Pied Stilt, Banded Dotterel, Black-fronted Dotterel, Spur-winged Plover, Southern Black-backed 

Gull, Red-billed Gull, Caspian Tern, White-fronted Tern, NZ Pigeon, Shining Cuckoo, NZ Kingfisher, Welcome Swallow, NZ 

Pipit, Grey Warbler, South Island Fantail, Silvereye, Skylark, Hedge Sparrow, Blackbird, Song Thrush, Yellowhammer, 

Chaffinch, Greenfinch, Goldfinch, Redpoll, House Sparrow, Starling, Australian Magpie.   

Other species recorded include: Australian Pelican, Spotted Shag, White Heron, Intermediate Egret, Little Egret, Cattle 

Egret, Royal Spoonbill, Glossy Ibis, Mute Swan, Chestnut-breasted Shelduck, Nankeen Kestrel, Australian Coot, South Is-

land Pied Oystercatcher, Turnstone, Pacific Golden Plover, Large Sand Plover, Mongolian Dotterel, Grey Plover, Turnstone, 

Red (Lesser) Knot, Curlew Sandpiper, Sharp-tailed Sandpiper, Pectoral Sandpiper, Red-necked Stint, Asiatic Dowitcher, 

Eastern Bar-tailed Godwit, Asiatic Black-tailed Godwit, Hudsonian Godwit, Siberian Tattler, Sanderling, Far-eastern Curlew, 

Whimbrel, Greenshank, Terek Sandpiper, Painted Snipe, Little Tern, White-winged Black Tern, Gull-billed Tern, Bellbird. 

Populations of IBA trigger species: 

Species Season Period Population         

estimate 

IBA       

criteria 

IUCN 

cat. 

NZ Threat 

Class. 

Black-billed Gull  Breeding &  

non-breeding 

 311-530 

(individuals) 

A1, A4i EN Nationally      

Critical 

Black-fronted Tern  Non-breeding 2006-

2015 

28-54 (individuals)  A1, A4i EN Nationally      

Vulnerable 

Wrybill  Non-breeding 2009-

2013 

349-701 

(individuals) 

A1 VU Nationally      

Vulnerable 

Australasian Bittern Resident  Present  A1 EN Nationally 

Endangered 

Great (Australasian) Crested 

Grebe 1 

Non-breeding 2006-

2015 

45-200 

(individuals) 

A4i LC At Risk -   

Declining 

Species group - waterbirds   More than 20,000 

individuals 

A4iii   

1 NZ Threat Classification  system recognises subspecies.  

Black Stilt (CR) have been recorded at Te Waihora 
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Protected area Designation Relationship with IBA 

Lakelands Wildlife Reserve Conservation Area Protected area contained within site 

Greenpark Sands  Conservation Area Protected area contained within site 

Yarrs Flat Wildlife Reserve Protected area contained within site 

Selwyn Wildlife  Management  Reserve Protected area contained within site 

Williams Wildlife  Management  Reserve Protected area contained within site 

Te Waihora  Proposed Picnic Area Protected area contained within site 

Harts Creek  Wildlife  Management  Reserve Protected area contained within site 

Lakeside Wildlife  Management  Reserve Protected area contained within site 

Coopers Lagoon  Wildlife  Management  Reserve Protected area contained within site 

Kaitorete Spit 
Conservation Area (incl. mar-

ginal strip) 
Protected area contained within site 

Waihora  Scientific Reserve Protected area contained within site 
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Protected area (contd.) Designation Relationship with IBA 

Kaitorete Spit Scientific Reserve Protected area contained within site 

Wairewa  Conservation Area Protected area contained within site 

IUCN Habitat Habitat detail Extent (% of site) 

Marine Intertidal Sandy and Shingle Shoreline/Beaches and Spit Major 

Marine Coastal/Supratidal 
Coastal Saline Lagoon (Te Waihora Lake Ellesmere); Coastal 

Freshwater Lake (Kaituna Lake Forsyth) 
Major 

Wetlands (inland) Swamps Major 

Introduced Vegetation  
Broom, gorse, pasture grasses & rank weeds; willows at river and 

stream mouths 
Major 

Shrubland 
Saltmarsh ribbonwood, bracken.  Kaitorete Spit flora includes 

special plants 
Major 

Threats to the site (pressure) - IUCN Classifications 

Threat Level  Notes Timing Scope Severity 

Invasive & other prob-
lematic species, genes 

& diseases 

Invasive alien species - mustelids, 
cats, rats, hedgehogs 

Happening now Some of area/
population (10-49%) 

Moderate to rapid 
deterioration 

Human intrusions and 
disturbance 

Recreational activities by lake and 
beach users - includes dogs.  

Happening now Some of area/
population (10-49%) 

Slow but significant 
deterioration 

Biological resource use Hunting  - intentional use 
(waterfowl - seasonal);                

Persecution 

Happening now  Some of area/
population (10-49%) 

Slow but significant 
deterioration 

Natural system        
modifications 

Water management/use -           
abstraction of ground water 

(agricultural use) 

Happening now Some of area/
population (10-49%) 

Slow but significant 
deterioration 

Pollution  Agricultural & forestry effluents - 
nutrient loads  

Happening now Some of area/
population (10-49%) 

Slow but significant 
deterioration 

Climate change and 
severe weather 

Floods; Closure of lake outlet Likely in short 
term (within 4 

years) 

Some of area/
population (10-49%) 

Moderate to rapid 
deterioration 
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