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Upper Buller Nelson

Location New Zealand, Nelson

Central coordinates 41.790769°S, 172.321587°E (Buller Matakitaki confluence)
IBA criteria A1

Area 8367 ha

Altitude 150 - 500M

Year of Assessment 2013

Populations of IBA trigger species:

Species Season Period Population IBA IUCN NZ Threat
estimate (pairs) criteria cat. Class.

Black-billed Gull Breeding 1995-2014 77-250 A1 EN Nationally
Critical

Black-fronted Tern Breeding 1979- 12-37 A1, Agi EN Nationally

2008 (individuals) Vulnerable

Ornithological information: Besides the trigger species the following are confirmed or likely to be breeding: Black Shag,
Little Shag, White-faced Heron, Canada Goose, Paradise Shelduck, Grey Duck/Mallard, Australasian Harrier, NZ Falcon, Pu-
keko, South Island Pied Oystercatcher, Banded Dotterel, Spur-winged Plover, Southern Black-backed Gull, NZ Pigeon, Shin-
ing Cuckoo, Morepork, NZ Kingfisher, Welcome Swallow, NZ Pipit, Grey Warbler, South Island Fantail, South Island Tomtit,
Silvereye, Bellbird, Tui. Skylark, Blackbird, Song Thrush, Yellowhammer, Chaffinch, Greenfinch, Goldfinch, Redpoll, House
Sparrow, Starling.

Kaka (EN), Red-crowned Parakeet (VU), Yellow-crowned Parakeet (NT), Rifleman, Brown Creeper and NZ Robin have been
recorded in adjacent forest areas (Atlas of Bird Distribution in NZ 2007).

Protected area Designation Relationship with IBA
Howard River Valley Scientific Reserve Protected area contained within site
Nuggety Road Conservation Area Protected area contained within site
Buller River - Thurlow Conservation Area Protected area contained within site
Riverbed Buller River Conservation Area Protected area contained within site
Matakitaki River Conservation Area Protected area contained within site
Maruia River Paenga Conservation Area Protected area contained within site

The IBA includes small river sections of the following: Kahurangi National Park, Big Bush Conservation Area, Glenhope
Scenic Reserve, Owen River Scenic Reserve, Maruia Falls Scenic Reserve, Matakitaki West Conservation Area, Shenando-
ah Scenic Reserve, Matakitaki South Conservation Area, Matakitaki River Headwaters conservation Area. There are also
some Marginal Strips and one Local Purpose Reserve (Ferry).
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IUCN Habitat Habitat detail Extent (% of site)

Wetlands (inland) Permanent Rivers; River gravel beds Major

. Pastureland; Lupin, pasture grasses & rank weeds; Willow mar- .
Introduced Vegetation ) Major
gins, shelter belts

Grasslands Tussock on river flats (upper valleys) Minor

Shrubland Manuka, matagouri (Discaria toumatou), bracken Major

Threats to the site (pressure) - IUCN Classifications

Threat Level Notes Timing Scope Severity
Invasive & other prob-  Invasive alien species - mustelids, = Happening now Some of area/ Moderate to rapid
lematic species, genes cats, rats, hedgehogs population (10-49%) deterioration

& diseases
Human intrusions and Recreational activities by river Happening now Some of area/ Slow but significant
disturbance users - includes dogs. population (10-49%) deterioration
Climate change and Floods Likely in short Some of area/ Moderate to rapid
severe weather term (within4  population (10-49%) deterioration
years)
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