BRaid Managers report April 2021

Braided River Partnership Project:

e Lotteries funding for this specific project ends this year at which time it will be rolled into
general business

e Contact maintained regularly with interested parties through social media, newsletters

e Meeting with possible Opihi River group (see below)

e Aspiring Biodiversity Trust has requested bronze accreditation to Wilkin Jets be upgraded to
Silver; | have requested supporting evidence

Funding

e Application to RCEES for 2021 Seminar part costs applied for and approved (the budget is a
function of catering, which is a function of the final number of attendees, so an exact figure
won't be available until a few days before the event).

e Funding from ECan for climate resiliency project approved: $15,000.00

e End-project Lotteries ‘Partnership Project’ report due at the end of this year

e Mid-year funding from ECan report due in June

e Application to Lotteries for further funding declined: we’ve had this for 6 years, which is twice
the original time, so all in all a good outcome

Education/outreach/support

e Three newsletters have been sent since the last meeting, delivered to 250 verified emails.
Newsletters are archived here: https://braidedrivers.org/news/ . These newsletters compile all the
research and reports that come in, so a quick check of the last few newsletters will bring you up to
date.

e BRaid Website: Ongoing attempts to hack the site requires regular attention. All plugins and
software are up-to-date and the site is backed up daily. A screen grab of site stats for March 2021 is
below. Search engines are the primary source of referrals.

e Climate website (now funded by ECan) https://climateandnature.org.nz : 70 pages now completed;
around 18 in development (not visible). A technical working group will assess the KPls. By design this
site aims to foster and share the who, what, when, where, why, and how ecosystem protection and
restoration as fundamental to our response to climate change. The more people who can
contribute, the better.

e Member’s area on the BRaid website: is no longer password protected, so meeting minutes,
reports, financial statements, audit reports, funding applications etc is visible to all comers. As we
are a Charitable Trust there is no reason why this information should not be readily available
https://braidedrivers.org/members/

e Facebook posts: approximately 220 posts since the last meeting (see attached list). The most
reached post was over 250,000 people...unfortunately that was a ‘bad news’ post about the 4X4s on
the Ashley-Rakahuri that Grant Davely photographed.

e 2021 Braided Rivers symposium: https://braidedrivers.org/2021-seminar/ | will add a programme
based on decisions made at the Friday 16 BRaid meeting. Currently, around 60% of places have been
booked.

o Opihi River: Meeting with key stakeholders did not result in immediate further action to develop a
community group, as none of the attendees were willing to take on a leadership role. Additionally,
several people in ECan and DOC took on different roles post-Covid, so there has been a delay in
what they can achieve. Tim Exton at DOC is part of the overarching Geraldine Tapping Alliance, and
is aiming to progress potential volunteer trapping. Opuha Dam may have some funding for reducing
weeds and habitat cration. BRaid will continue to offer support subject to the limits of our




resources.
e Reports of bird counts — please see respective rivers or summary lists in newsletters
e Rangiora High School — acknowledges a desire to continue with invertebrate monitoring but other
priorities and the issues around education in 2020have set this programme back. Greater attention
is now being focused on climate change, something | suggest we are likely to see from other schools.
Correspondence In:

e Request for letter of support for Orari River funding
e Llarge increase in request for support from non-residents seeking work in NZ

Correspondence Out:

e Letter of support for Orari River funding

e Minutes sent to attendees Opihi River 09 November meeting

e Report to Rata Foundation

e Invitations to present at the 2021 seminar

e Submission to Climate Commission: http://braidedrivers.org/wp-content/uploads/2021-
Climate-Commission-response.pdf

Monitoring/bird counts/research

Bird surveys, reports, and research is added to the relevant pages on the website with details of each
page sent out in the newsletters.
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Ecosystem map Learn about the
soils and historic indigenous

The latest newsletter from BRaid
is now available online:
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The concern of course is that no
juveniles could mean an abrupt
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Shorebird Atlas | Shorebird
Conservation Society
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Wetlands must be better protected
if NZ wants to hit climate goals,

Birds use massive magnetic maps
“# o+ 10 migrate — and some could cover

How to restore a wetland; the
kidneys of our waterways.

" One of our favourite plants! Okay,
it's not a braided river plant as it

& On tonight!
AR
Rare/Unusual Birds - New
Zealand Bird Atlas
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How to engaging with local
government on their Long-Term

https://edition.cnn.com/2021/02/11
/europe/play-meat-cat-hunting-

"Data obtained from 68 city and
district councils paints a grim

New 1080 study busts 'silent
forest' myth - NZ Herald
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About 30 protected red-billed gulls

; were killed as two cars and a quad

What happens in the ocean affects
our braided river birds. Come
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As the article states, smelt are a
crucial food source for black-billed

Help needed to identify the

| impacts of marine sedimentation
Ever wondered how high small
invasive predators like hedgehogs,

Lake heatwaves will be ‘hotter and
sl 'onger’ by the end of the century |
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Voice of the Wetland, a cultural

The 2020 season bird survey
results from the Ashburton
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(invisible) issues of the impact of
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- $36 million of Government
funding alongside councils and

Well done, everyone.

Thanks Ali Van Polanen and
Andrew Black for making them

Watch this ‘nonswimming’ bird
swim like a champ, giving clues to

Braided River Aid updated their
website address.

While the world's attention is
focussed on the US capital and

Absolutely nothing to do with birds
and braided rivers...yet. Not long

While cyanobacteria is indeed
natural (they were some of the first

Local councils considering cat
controls to save native wildlife

From the Ministry for the
Environment: Upcoming Te Mana
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December Atlas Challenge! - New
Zealand Bird Atlas

The results of the annual Ashley
Rakahuri River bird survey are

Late Cretaceous bird from
Madagascar reveals unique

The changing face of birds from
the age of the dinosaurs

This Thursday! Webinar: New
techniques and tools for stoat and

"Conservation management on
the South Island’s braided rivers

Kiwi scientist wins global prize to
help investigate combatting

https:/iwww.stuff.co.nz/environme
nt/123445975/inner-city-rare-gull-

Marine heatwave conditions
forming:

In many of our braided rivers,
weeds are arguably more

Lots happening this month on the
rivers. Why not join an annual bird

Study adds to calls to ban dogs
from beaches during nesting

Cat at Dotterel nests - South Bay,
Kaikoura, 13 November 2020

Congratulations '‘Boomer'! In spite
of fraudulent votes, the winner of

Watch rare shorebirds engage in a
synchronized water dance

Finally! Some rationale around
protecting these amazing little

Using a large citizen science
dataset paired with high-resolution

Catchment group calls for stronger
restrictions on water use in Orari
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Hearings on the Proposed PC7 to
the CLWRP and the Proposed

From Community News: "A
drought-stricken region where the
An amazing testimony to Ailsa's
dedication. Warning: this is not a

BRaid Tomorrow's bird survey on the
==L Opihi River has been postponed to

Navigating Essential Freshwater
requirements The Ministry for the

ot
“

Wanted! Experienced bird
surveyors for the lower

BRaid The cost of pandemics is
==L measured in multiple ways: lives
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BRaid Project River Recovery Annual
st Report 2019-2020 is now available

Navigating Essential Freshwater
requirements: The Ministry for the

BRaid The 2019/2020 Rangitata River
== trapping report is also available:

BRaid The Upper Rakaia River trapping
=L report for 2019/2020 is now
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Also available online is the final
report of the Waiau Toa/Clarence

The final report of the Upper
Clarence - Waiau Toa black

Why bird brains are more brilliant
than anyone suspected

The Canterbury Water
Management Strategies Targets &

Great to see the traps we donated
to the Orari River Protection

Just a quick reminder that if you
would like to join any of the bird

Open access article in the journal
Nature: "Restoring a third of the

Why are we allowing this to
happen?

| https//iwww.facebook.com/events/

664750614178469

The consequences of trying to
engineer waterways: "By blocking

Netflix’s ‘David Attenborough: A
Life On Our Planet’ Is The Most

Rewild to mitigate the climate
crisis, urge leading scientists

Some great news from the Ashley
Rakahuri: "This moming we

The decisions on amendments to the
National Policy Statement for Freshwater

. "Land-use and land-cover

changes are accelerating. Such

Wetlands - the kidneys of braided
rivers - and braided rivers
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