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Background – Lowland braided rivers

•  Loose	defini3on	–	below	c.	500	m	
• Many	rain-fed	versus	snow-fed	
• Braided	and/or	meandering	shingle		

Tutaekuri	River		
From:	Stephenson	(2011)		

Lower	Ashburton	River	
Photo:	Colin	O’Donnell		



Hawkes Bay examples

•  Tukituki	River	–	c.	145	km		
• Ngaruroro	River	–	c	50	km	
•  Tutaekuri	River–	c.	40	km		



Ngaruroro	River		
From:	Stephenson	(2010)		

Makaroro	River,	Upper	reaches	of	Waipawa/Tukituki	Rivers	
(	Photo:	Colin	O’Donnell)		



Tukituki	River	
From:	www.hbrc.govt.nz	
		

Tutaekuri	River	
From:	Forbes	&	Whitesell	(2015)	



Data	from:	Parrish	(1988)	

0	

500	

1000	

1500	

2000	

2500	

1962	 1967	 1972	 1984	 1986	

Banded	do^erel	

Tukituki	 Ngaruroro	 Tutaekuri	 Sum	

Photo:	Dick	Veitch	



0	

200	

400	

600	

800	

1000	

1200	

1400	

1600	

1800	

2000	

1962	 1967	 1972	 1984	 1986	

Pied	s3lt	

Tukituki	 Ngaruroro	 Tutaekuri	 Sum	
Data	from:	Parrish	(1988)	
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2017	Wairarapa	rivers	survey	

211	km	
	
9	rivers		

Courtesy	of	Nikki	McArthur	



Species	 Count	

Spur-winged	plover	 569	

Black-fronted	do^erel	 514	

Banded	do^erel	 337	

Pied	s3lt	 317	

Variable	Oystercatcher	 8	

SI	pied	oystercatcher	 1	

2017	Wairarapa	rivers	survey	

Courtesy	of	Nikki	McArthur	



2017	Wairarapa	rivers	survey	

Courtesy	of	Nikki	McArthur	



2017	Wairarapa	rivers	survey	

Courtesy	of	Nikki	McArthur	



Southland 
bird counts 
(2009)
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Total	count:		
32,660	birds	

Black-fronted	
terns:		
1829	birds	



	
	

	Source:	Ashburton	River/
Hakatere	shorebird	habitat	
management	plan		

Photo:	Colin	O’Donnell	

Photo:	Gordon	Watson	

Photo:	Peter	Langlands	

Photo:	Peter	Langlands	



	
	

	Source:	Ashburton	River/
Hakatere	shorebird	habitat	
management	plan		

Photo:	Peter	Langlands	



River mouths 


Photos:	Clockwise	from	top:	Colin	O’Donnell	(spo^ed	shag),	John	Cheyne	(bi^ern),	Andrew	Walmsley	(shoveler),	David	Cook	(white-fronted	tern),	Glenn	Hoye	(wrybill)	



Threats

Loss	of	water	

Weed	invasion	

Introduced	predators	

Disturbance	
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Integrate biodiversity with planning



AcIve habitat management



Weed control at different scales



Managing increased recreaIon

Black-fronted	tern	chick	crushed	by	vehicle	

4WD	&	ATVs	
White	bai3ng	
Dog	walking	
Fishing	
Boa3ng	
Swimming	
Picknicing	
	
_____________	
	
Barriers	to	access	
	
Educa3on	
	
Planning	rules	



Partnerships and community

	
	

	Sources:	Ashburton	River/Hakatere	shorebird	habitat	management	plan	and		O’Donnell	et	al.	2016		
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