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2015-2017 Braided River Partnerships Project

Funding from DOC and Department of Internal Affairs to
improve the success of colony-nesting river birds by working with
local communities and commercial river users.

“Globally, there is an increasing demand for sustainable and
environmentally friendly products. Businesses that can meet this
demand have a competitive market edge. Hence, gaining
accreditation for environmental stewardship is simply good
business."

Goals:

1. Increase bird populations

2. Gain green credentials for tourism and export market =
ECONOMIC BENEFITS
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2015-2017 Braided River Partnerships Project

1. Report sightings of birds

2. Help develop appropriate management strategy:
* Signs
* Trapping
 Weed clearing
* Island formation

3. Provide resources to promote activities:
* Brochures
* High quality photographic prints for display
* Marketing material to support tourism/business
activities
« Community engagement project #TheFlockNZ
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Fonterra Irrigation NZ

Critically endangered birds
f’nd new home on farm
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* National Black-billed gull survey

* Contributed to costs of jetboat hire

* Upper Waimakariri River bird count
* Submission to Canterbury Pest Management Strategy on Russell lupins

 Waiau River
* Black-fronted tern colony - trapping at Shark Tooth
* BRaid supplied traps monitored by Amuri Jet
e Submission to Zone Committee to protect black-fronted tern colony at Marble Point
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 Community Engagement / tourism
Christchurch International Airport
Kiwi Rail
Coleridge Habitat Enhancement Trust
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Hundreds of creative
hands made over
300 birds that landed

in dozens of
locations from
Kaikoura to Mt Cook
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The FIock hus Ianded in Nth Canty

A colourful array of birds
has kicked off
Conservation Week
celebrations in North
Canterbury.

By SHELLEY TOPP

The Flock louched down al
Rangiora’s Department of
Conservation (DOC) office last
Friday

The Flock, a bunch of
brightly-coloured, hand-made
birds, were launched at a
party hosted by Braided River
Aid (RRakd) and DOC

The launch provided an
carly start to Conservation
Week, which began last
Saturday and provided the
platform to “welcome back
migratory birds who return lo
Canterbury’s braided rivers
overy year to breed

The Flock project is partof &
national campaign to raise
awarencss of New Zealand's
endangered birds and is
already gaining attention
OVEeTsCas

It 15 being run by Pokeno's
Pukorokoro Miranda
Shorebird Centre in the North
Island in conjunction with
BRald, an organisation
supporting braided rivercare
groups in the South Island
which has adopted the
braided river wing of The
Flock

BRaid manager Sonny
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Big bird in The Flock W-ww&mmwuwnm)muwwu‘
(5), with the Ashiay Rakahurt Rivercare group' s large wrybill overiooking The Flock, on the Deparument of

Conservaton office lawn last Fridey

The project involves
creating a handmade Nock of
rare and threatened native
birds using old corflute real
estate signs or plywood to cut
oul silhoueties of the birds,
painting them in bright
colours then transporting

launch party in Rangiora last
week were made by pupils
from Rangiora Borough
School, Windwhistie Area
School, Lake Colendge
Habitat Trust and members of
the public

The display also included

e Gk

“The realistic looking birds
and the predatory cats were
made by the Ashiey Rakahuri
Rivercare Group and DOC
staff at Rangiora,” Sonny said

Paint for the brightly
coloured birds was supplied
by Resene who are the official

she said

S0 far The Flock consists of
wrybills black-fronted terns
black-billed gulls, banded
dotierels, pied stilts, black
stilts and pied oystercatchers

“The Flock birds st
Rangiora would be mixed with
all the others made at
different locations and will
pop up overnight in towns and
places near braded rivers
then disappear - only to
reappear somewhere else
without warning,” Sonny sald

The Flock's movements will
be shared through social
media, along with the
inevitable losses as some fall
victim 1o thefl and damage

Justlike the real birds as
they struggie to find a safe
place to breed and raise their
chicks,” Sonny said

“We're nol going o reveal
when The Flock will appear
over the following months, as
that's part of the fun and
mystery

However some of the
locations included council
owned parks and reserves.
businesses in Katkoura
Hanmer Springs, Cheviot
Culverden, Walau, Amberiey
Rangiora, Oxford and Selwyn
aswell as the Tuhaitara
Coastal Park, Ashiey Gorge
and Christchurch
International Airport,
Waimakarin River Regional
Park, Orana Wildlife Park,
Methven iSite, Darfleld
Library. Salmon Tales Cafe in
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TEACHING
RESOURCES

BRAIDED RIVER WING OF

TEACHING RESOURCES:

BRAIDED RIVER WING OF

e

24-page teaching resource - PDF
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From the Rivers to the Shore &
The Flyway Print Exchange

Arts in Oxford Gal}gry 10 June — 18 Jaly
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