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Trustpower 
Rakaia Catchment Environment Enhancement Fund 

u In 2010 Trustpower Ltd applied to vary the Rakaia River Water Conservation Order 
(RWCO) to enable the Lake Coleridge Project. The Project involves storing unused 
consented irrigation water on behalf of irrigators in Lake Coleridge. 

u The fund was established as part of the Project to contribute funding for projects 
within the Rakaia River catchment that are designed to enhance the cultural, 
ecological, and biological health of, and recreational opportunities within, those 
catchments, and thereby contribute to the first order priorities set out in the 
Canterbury Water Management Strategy. 

u The fund is administered by the Committee of Rakaia Catchment Environmental 
Enhancement Society.

Types of projects that are eligible for funding: 

u Restoration and protection of existing native species or habitat, 

u Enhanced cultural values;

u Improved water quality; Erosion prevention; 

u Enhanced recreation values; Restoration planting;

u Animal and pest plant control; Resource investigation and scientific study;

u Improved access to reserve areas; Improved biological health;

u Environmental education.



Boat Creek restoration project 

Rakaia River mouth 



Boat Creek restoration site



Boat Creek Restoration Project 
u Native Restoration Project launched November 2018

u The project site is of significant cultural, historical, and spiritual importance 
to Te Taumutu Runanga. There is a Wȗhi Tapu over the site.

u High level of community involvement. 50+ volunteers have given 1,400 hours 
of labour (valued at $35,000).

u Total donated labour, equipment and materials = $ 41,500.

u The Rakaia Huts Community Advisory Committee granted $3,500 to undertake 
initial planting.

u Formal Service Agreements with DoC & LINZ.

u Formal endorsement and support of the project from Selwyn Waihora Water 
Zone Committee and partnership with Water & Wildlife Habitat Trust.

u To date  - planted 4,000 eco-sourced native seedlings, and have covered 
about 50% of the area funded by RCEEF. A contractor is planting and 
maintaining the site.

u The community is also responsible for clearing the site of invasive weeds, 
ground preparation, planting, all ongoing control, predator control (The 
RCEEFfunding covers some of our equipment and material costs for this ).

u Applied to RCEEF in January 2020 and received funding of $ 97,588.



1st Planting Progress - April 2021



2nd Planting Progress - April 2021



Planted Area June 2021



Main Planting June 2021


