
Embracing the Braid

Evolution of Flood Protection in Canterbury



Who are we?

Shaun McCracken
Chief Engineer- Infrastructure

Amy-Grace McIlraith
BRR Officer- Natural Infrastructure



L o ca l  G ove r n m e n t  R e fo r m s

We don’t have any answers, sorry to disappoint.
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So, who are we?

99 Staff total

Work in the regional parks
Work North, Central or South

Work across the region



So, who are we?

Engineers

Botanists
Project Managers

Surveyors

Geomorphologists Ecologists

Operators

Spatial Planners
Geologists

Nerds

Hydrologists Resource Managers
Chemists

Soil Scientists



What you see

More Willows

Helicopters Spraying

Constrained Rivers

Too much Gravel

Floods

Bulldozers

Another meeting

Sediment Discharge Nothing happening

Mess



What we see

EPA Approvals
Environmental Plan Communications Plan
Tender Process

Compliance reporting

Design Works
Consideration of alternatives

Difficult conversations Consultation

Flow Modelling

Rating District Level of Service

Herbicide Consent
Community Expectation

Asset Management
National Policy

Budget

Work Timing
Gravel levels

Downstream Impacts

Best Practice

Annual Works Plans



The part of the job we don’t talk about…
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Braided River Revival



We’re making space



What have we been up to?



What have we been up to?

Ashburton 06, September 2022 Ashburton 06, October 2025



November 2023

April 2025

August 2023

What have we been up to?



Local Impact



Regional Impact



National Impact




	Slide 1: Embracing the Braid  Evolution of Flood Protection in Canterbury
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17
	Slide 18
	Slide 19
	Slide 20
	Slide 21
	Slide 22
	Slide 23
	Slide 24

