
Mission statement:  Ashley-Rakahuri Rivercare Group

“to protect birds & their habitat in the Ashley River / Rakahuri, 
while recognising essential river control works & sympathetic 
recreational uses.” 

Future challenges in the Ashley-Rakahuri river 

BRaid	workshop,	Lincoln,	May,	2016	

Nick	Ledgard	



The	Ashley-Rakahuri	Rivercare	Group	was	
formed	in	1999:	

	*		Regular	bird	count	surveys	since	2000	
	*		Predator	trapping	since	2004	
	*		Monitoring	of	breeding	since	2004	

Ashley	River	/	Rakahuri	

A	smaller,	foothills-fed	braided	
river.	
	
Most	bird	acLvity	is	in	the	eastern	
plains	secLon	(18km)	running	
from	the	Okuku	river	juncLon	to	
the	coast.	

Rangiora	



Wrybill

(r 2 = 0.319, P  = 0.03)

0

5

10

15

20

19
60

19
65

19
70

19
75

19
80

19
85

19
90

19
95

20
00

20
05

20
10

20
15

N
um

be
r

Black-billed gull

(r 2 = 0.059, P  = 0.40)
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Black-fronted tern

(r 2 = 0.623, P  <0.01)0
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Banded dotterel

(r 2 = 0.442, P  = 0.01)
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Adult	bird	counts	in	the	Ashley-Rakahuri	river,	1960	–	2015									
PosiAve	(mostly	significant)	increases	since	2000	

Pied stilt

(r 2 = 0.325, P  = 0.03)
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SI pied oystercatcher

(r 2 = 0.071, P = 0.38)
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‘…	management	acLons	have	contributed	to	these	successes	…’			Spurr	and	Ledgard	(in	prep)	



Future	challenges	

Weed	invasion												
(No	major	flood	since	May	2014)	

November,	2014	

November,	2015	

The	Ashley-Rakahuri	river	is	currently	as	
choked	with	weeds	as	it	has	ever	been	



Future	challenges	

Habitat	creaLon	–	breeding	
(Winter,	2015)	

Before	

A[er	

More	strategic	habitat	creaLon	planned	
for	2016	–	working	with	DOC	and	Ecan	



Future	challenges	
Habitat	creaLon	–	feeding	

Intended	–	winter,	2016	

Seepages/springs	are	reliable	feeding	sites.			
This	one	was	clear	of	weeds	in	the	spring	of	2015.			
A	wrybill	pair	nested	nearby	and	raised	a	chick	in	it.	
Currently	choked	with	weeds.	



Future	challenges	 Water	flows	

•  Have	flows	changed	over	the	past	20	years	
(is	the	river	drying	up	more	frequently,	and	
are	we	seeing	fewer	major	floods?)	

•  If	so,	why	(is	the	cause	reduced	catchment	
rainfalls	or	increased	water	abstracLon?)	

•  How	do	the	changed	flow	rates	affect	
resident	birds	(is	breeding	success	
reduced?)	



Predators trapped/ 100 nights (2004 - 2013)


Future	challenges	 Predator	control	

Looks	good	–	possibly	due	to	
very	low	rabbit	numbers	since	
arrival	of	RCD	in	late	1990s.	
	
Current	indicaLons	are	a	rising	
populaLon	of	rabbits,	and	with	
that	an	increase	in	predator	
numbers	(ferrets	reappearing).	
	
Include	rabbit	poisoning	in	
future	control	plan?	



Future	challenges	–	improving	awareness		

Temporary	sign	used	at	bird	breeding	sites	



Sign in picnic area by Ashley River

Future	challenges	–	improving	awareness	

More	and	becer	permanent	on-site	interpretaLon	signage	



Future	challenges	

Reducing	human	disturbance	

ARRG	has	an	agreement	with	the	Combined	4WD	Club	
–	no	riverbed	access	during	bird	breeding	season.	

$1800	spent	on	blocking	access	
ways	for	2015-16	season	



Jim	

Future	challenges	

Year	2030.			A	phone	
call	to	Jim	from	an	
off-shore	visitor:	
	
Visitor:		“Can	you	
show	me	the	birds	on	
the	Ashley	river?”	
	
Jim’s	reply:	

Either:			
“No	problem	–	see	you	
on	Tuesday	week”	

Or:			
“OK.		But	there	are	no	black-fronted	terns	le[	
–	and	the	last	wrybill	was	seen	3	years	ago.”	


