Future challenges in the Ashley-Rakahuri river

e “to protect birds & their habitat in the Ashley River / Rakahuri,
i ’ while recognising essential river control works & sympathetic

R recreational uses.”
. Nick Ledgard




Ashley River / Rakahur;

A smaller, foothills-fed braided
river.

Most bird activity is in the eastern
plains section (18km) running
from the Okuku river junction to
the coast.

The Ashley-Rakahuri Rivercare Group was
formed in 1999:
* Regular bird count surveys since 20
* Predator trapping since 2004
* Monitoring of breeding since 2004



Adult bird counts in the Ashley-Rakahuri river, 1960 — 2015
Positive (mostly significant) increases since 2000
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‘... management actions have contributed to these successes ...” Spurr and Ledgard (in prep)



Future challenges
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Weed invasion
(No major flood since May 2014)

mber, 2014

1e Ashley-Rakahuri river is currently as
hoked with weeds as it has ever been

November, 2015



Future challenges

Habitat creation — breeding
(Winter, 2015)

yre strategic habitat creation planned e s : :._"
r 2016 — working with DOC and Ecan L, g
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Future challenges

Habitat creation — feeding
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Future challenges

dators trapped/ 100 nights (2004 - 2013)

Predator control
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Looks good — possibly due to
very low rabbit numbers since
arrival of RCD in late 1990s.

Current indications are a rising
population of rabbits, and with
that an increase in predator

numbers (ferrets reappearing).

Include rabbit poisoning in
future control plan?







More and better permanent on-site interpretation signage
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Future challenges

Reducing human disturbance

ARRG has an agreement with the Combined 4WD C
—no riverbed access during bird breeding season.




1er:
0 problem — see you

Tuesday week”

Future challeng

Year 2030. A phon
call to Jim from an
off-shore visitor:

Visitor: “Can you
show me the birds «
the Ashley river?”

Jim’s reply:

Or:
“OK. But there are no black-fronted terns left

—and the last wrybill was seen 3 years ago.”




