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What is Project River 
Recovery?

The Waitaki catchment

ǽhau River

TakapǾ River



The first 7 years:
1990-1997

ÅManagement and research 

targeted mainly at improving 

habitat for wildlife, particularly 

kakǭ and other braided river 

birds

Å 46 scientific papers produced

Å Made use of student studies 

and researchers from other 

organisations

Adding straw to Micks Lagoon 1993. M Sanders



Improving weed 
impacted habitat

Å Ahuriri River below Killermont 

1960

Å Braided rivers in the Basin were 

clear of weeds and willows until 

relatively recently

Å This enabled them to move 

around in a dynamic fashion

Å Willows were being planted for 

river engineering and soon 

spread

V C Browne & Son Collection, Christchurch



Improving weed impacted habitat

Removing invasive willows from the TakapǾ River delta in 1992 - 93



Creating Ruataniwha Wetlands started in 1993

ǆhau B Substation

Drop log weir

Ruataniwha Wetlands

Kaki aviaries

ǽhau River

ǽhau Canal



Protecting Mickôs Lagoon and Mailbox 
Inlet

With support from Forest and Bird, Micks Lagoon 

and Mailbox Inlet were fenced to protect wading 

birds like kakǭ from mammalian predators

Kakǭ/black stilt. D. Nelson

Mailbox Inlet

Mickôs Lagoon



Advancing knowledge 
of   mammalian 
predator pressure

Å Video cameras using infrared lights 

for night filming

Å Heavy 12-volt batteries to carry to 

site and needing to be changed every 

day

Å Highlighted the problem that 

hedgehogs were third most 

destructive behind cats and ferrets

Å Cats the worst, predating eggs, 

chicks and adults

Camera set-up to study banded dotterel nests. PRR
Sanders, M.D.; Maloney, R.F. 2002: Causes of mortality at nests of ground-nesting birds in the 

Upper Waitaki Basin, New Zealand: a 5- year video study. Biological Conservation 106: 225-

236. 



Other research

Å Monitoring trends in wrybills

Å Hedgehog home range and diet study

Å Testing the effectiveness of the 

Ruataniwha Wetlands predator fence

Å Feral cat toxin trials

Å Observation based study of kakǭ chick 

mortality

Å Monitoring of rabbit and predator 

densities in relation to banded dotterel 

survival

Å The impact of RHD on the rabbit 

population
Feral Cat



1998 ï Present: Strategic Plans

Control impacts of weeds

Enhance and protect wetland habitat

Develop mammalian predator control tools

Increase knowledge of braided river species and communities

Increase public awareness of braided rivers
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Controlling impact of weeds

The Tasman River. D. Nelson

False tamarisk and Russell lupin D Nelson



Controlling impact of weeds ï new technology
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Ruataniwha Wetlands

ÅOver time, maintenance of 

electric fence has become 

problematic

Å BFTs slowly stopped using it 

for nesting

ÅManipulation of water levels 

changed from providing 

feeding areas for birds to 

creating ephemeral habitat for 

plants

Dysphania pusilla and Riccia cavernosa. A Rebergen



Micks Lagoon and 

Mailbox Inlet

Å Electric fences no longer 

maintained

ÅStill have value for kakǭ feeding 

and nesting habitat, as well as 

sub-adult releases

Kakǭ release at Mailbox Inlet. D Nelson
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óTern Islandô

Photos D Nelson



Tasman Valley

Tasman River. D Nelson

Å Catchment scale trapping network initiated in 2004

Å Run in collaboration with the Kakǭ Recovery Project and Te 

Manahuna Aoraki

Å Up to 1400 kill traps and 530 leg-hold traps protecting 

20,000 ha of riverbed habitat


