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Outline	

• What	are	the	research	and	
development	priori3es?	

•  Threats	and	their	interac3ons	
• Where	current	‘best	prac3ce’	
needs	further	development	

•  Partnership	approaches	

Black-fronted tern 
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Flows	and	threatening	processes	
Reducing flow 

Loss of foraging habitat Increased predation 
Increased weed encroachment 

Lower breeding success and survival 



Keedwell (2004) 



Managing	increased	recrea3on	

Black-fronted tern chick crushed by vehicle 



Tes3ng	the	scale	of	pest	control	
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Predator control 



Tes3ng	the	scale	of	pest	control	
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Landscape	scale	approaches	

DoC’s Ecosystem Management Units 



Braided	river	site	prescrip3ons	

•  Annual	predator	control	
•  Create	secure	islands	
•  Annual	control	of	weeds	on	breeding	islands	
•  Rabbit	control	
•  Monitoring	predators	
•  Monitoring	outcomes	
•  Weed	monitoring		
•  Monitoring	rabbits	
•  Advocacy	(statutory)	
•  Educa3on	



Management	in	other	regions	
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Southland (2009) 



Securing	the	networks	

Firth of Thames 

•  Braided	rivers	–	not	isolated	habitat	types	but	part	of	
complex	wetland	networks	



Securing	the	networks	

Firth of Thames 

•  Braided	rivers	–	not	isolated	habitat	types	but	part	of	
complex	wetland	networks	



Ecology	of	threatened	species	

Black-fronted tern ©  Peter Langlands  

Black-billed gull ©  Peter Langlands 

Wrybill  ©  Peter Langlands  

Black stilt 



Other	threatened	fauna	

Canterbury Galaxias 

Robust grasshopper 

Scree skink Myosotis uniflorum 



Partnerships and community 



Using	conceptual	models	
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Follow	the	vision…..	

•  New	Zealanders	will	enjoy	
and	care	for	braided	river	
ecosystems	as	a	dis3nc3ve	
a	valued	part	of	their	
natural	heritage	



The	future	

•  More-effec3ve	management	
tools		

•  Sustainable	local	conserva3on	
programmes	

•  Managing	complex	landscapes	
•  Integrated	catchment	
management	

•  Test	boundaries	of	effec3ve	
predator	control	

•  Understanding	threatened	
species	and	predators	


