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Rakaia River




Wairau River
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— Multiple channels
— Flow instability
—High gradients,

= movement

— Constant channel movements
— Seasonally rich food supplies

These processes provide outstanding
feeding and nesting habitat for
wetland birds




Waimakariri River
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>250,000 ha
163 river systems
11 Conservancies
>80 wetland bird species
>50 threatened species
Threats are immense
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> 80 bird species
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* Braidedfivers = not isolated habitat types

—y

but part of.complex wetland networks

Firth of Thames
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Typical'foraging habitatfor wrybill
—shallow riffles




. ollgGiRanigeeis i iddeliile) ¢ JVJLIJJJJJJ‘w...;;
--Af-UfJJJ J}Jj}‘ﬂﬂzsurnﬁ” eI e 2

—

- . ~—-
\.\:\ -*_. " — ™
o :- '“' A - I - i e N~
fe oo Sk \k.' . - B . L — it -

—— < - - - - — w . -

e o - . -~ - 5 T e = U S o oy g T
; . - aa . . —
—— - ”~ - :. - - . ." - L [ - -
p *ﬂ Py - —— o " - - - - — - 2L
3 - . — - ’ o - '-l - — ——T——
_ - p S A v i - €™ - - ! A - - _ _ -



Dabbling waterfowl — typical of ponds
and backwaters

NZ shoveler
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[Other species
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« use profile — with different needs
\:"" » Terrestrial to aquatic continuums
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.+ Different requirements for nesting and
~ feeding
= ° Need to protect the full range of

habitats on a river
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Wrybill—only 22 breeding rivers

Rangltata & Rakala E
apprommately 80 % of breedlng populatlon
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Imoortance of snallow watiers

Uprtor805s offfiows durng the
preeding Season
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y = 0.237Ln(x) + 0.2929
R*=0.3836
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Black-fronted tern Year Keedwell (2004)
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Asnourton River - 2009




Water resource

development
Surrounding
/ land use
Extreme weather
\b Water flows 4
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Survival of

” »  braided river
users bird species Keedwell (2004)
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~i+* Protect a representatlve range of rivers ..\
‘ —Braided rivers are not represented in our &~

reserve network (though the waters of
some are now protected with

Conservation Orders)

.+ Most riverbeds are classed as
“unoccupied crown land”

@ * Ensure adequate “environmental
flows” remain in rivers
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e Need to understand mteractlons
~ among main threats

—Predation

—Weed encroachment

—Flow reduction

—.* And be able to manage these
- threats effectively
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“:? Protect more
threatened
communities:

~ .+ Develop
protocols for
sustainable use
of water on rivers

e Predator control
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*\ « Weed control
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, This nverbed is home to ground nestmg birds»
from August to January

BYaek‘fronQed tem

Dunng these months please
- Drive only on the marked track

- Keep dogs on a lead
-Move away from alarmed birds
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