THE SHIFTING FRONTLINES OF TARAPIROH

BLACKFRONTED TERN CONSERVATION
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NATIONALLY ENDANGERED

Predicted to decline by 50% by 2040

Face a myriad of threats

Canterbury braided rivers support 60% ¥
of BFT breeding populations
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U Braided rivers provide productive
feeding grounds

U River gravels provide key nesting
habitat

U Specialized morphological features,
foraging and breeding behaviors

Braided rivers and inhabiting species.
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Blackfronted tern study sites

 Waiau River
)
I;lurunui Riyer




@ Initial phases of monitoring for all projectsRakalia
River

@ Introduction of habitat enhancements
and predator trapping Hurunui &
Wailau Rivers

@ Creating a blackfronted tern
safe haven Waiau Toa/
Clarence River






Survey colony

Locate nests

GPS and record nest

contents

Set up nest cameras

Continued weekly
nest check
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Hatchedm Predated= Unknownm= Flooded



Predation often the leading cause of failure

Harriers identified as top observed predator on several rivers

Cats & mustelids often responsible for the largest amount of chick a i -
adult predations

Southern blaclbacked gulls are significant predators on Rakaia and
Waiau Toa/Clarence River
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U Range of 310% of nests flooded each season

U 2019/20 season saw 40% of nests flooded on both
Hurunui/Walau and Clarence/Acheron Rivers

U Large percentages of hatched chicks are also flooded
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Flooded colonies during the 2019/20 seasor.
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Daily Average River flow (cubic meters/second)
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U Between 10 44% of nests hatch at least o ?
chick per season

U Only O- 45% of chicks would fledge

U Predation, flooding and heat exhaustion arg
the largest causes of chick fatalities










